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2006 Student Concert Program Notes


Sibelius: Finlandia
Finlandia is a symphonic poem by Jean Sibelius. The first version was written in 1899, and it was revised in 1900. The piece was composed for a patriotic pageant performed to mobilize popular opposition to the revocation of Finnish autonomy by the government of the Russian Empire. Sibelius later reworked the last part of Finlandia as the Finlandia Hymn. The tune of Finlandia was used for the national anthem of Biafra "Land of the Rising Sun".  It is the source for the music for the hymn "Be Still My Soul", with words written by Katharina von Schlegel, translated into English by Jane Borthwick.

In William Saroyan's story "Finlandia", he writes about his love for the music, and a meeting with Sibelius. Finlandia is also named in his most famous short story, "The Daring Young Man On The Flying Trapeze".

Grieg: Piano Concerto in A Minor, 1st movt. 
Edvard Hagerup Grieg (June 15, 1843 – September 4, 1907) was a Norwegian composer and pianist who composed in the romantic period. He is best known for his Piano Concerto in A minor, for his incidental music to Henrik Ibsen's play Peer Gynt, and for his lyric pieces for the piano.

Grieg is noted as a nationalist composer, drawing inspiration from Norwegian folk music. In the autumn of 1868, Grieg put the finishing touches to his first great masterpiece, the Piano Concerto in A minor. With the passing of time it has become almost synonymous with Norway. It is now a part of the international repertoire of piano music and is played constantly throughout the world. Every time it is performed, the concerto evokes in both performers and audience strong associations with Norway. Though patterned to some extent on European models, Grieg has succeeded in bringing these together with elements of Norwegian folk music and his own personal conceptions of Norwegian nature and the Norwegian character. His musical style has become identical to the Norwegian intonation. 

Britten: Young Person's Guide

The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra, op.34 is a musical composition by Benjamin Britten in 1946 with a subtitle "Variation and Fugue on a Theme of Purcell". The work is considered as one of the most well-known pieces by the composer, and is one of the three popularly-used scores in children's music education. 

The work is based on a theme from Abdelazer written by Henry Purcell, and is played by the entire orchestra at the beginning, and then is scored for individual sections at a time: first the woodwinds, followed by the brass, then the strings, and finally with an interpretation played by the percussion.

After this introduction to the different families of the orchestra by repetitions of the theme, there is a more in-depth look at the different instrument families with variations on the theme played by individual instruments. Although it starts by featuring the piccolo and flutes, the underlying harmonic structure is maintained by the harp and strings. Each member of the woodwind family is then introduced in turn, highlighting the unique sound of each instrument.

This format is then copied by the strings in turn, and then by the brass and percussion, traveling through their individual variations.

After the whole orchestra has been taken in pieces, it is reassembled using an original fugue which starts with the piccolo, followed in by all the woodwinds, strings, brass and percussion in turn. Once everyone has entered, the brass are re-introduced with Purcell’s original melody while the remainder continue the fugue theme until the piece finally comes to an end after building up to a fortississimo finish.

Copland: Buckaroo Holiday (from the ballet RODEO)
Copland's Rodeo was written for choreographer Agnes de Mille. She wrote to Copland in early 1942 asking him to write the score for a "cowboy ballet" she was planning for the Ballets Russe de Monte Carlo.  Copland, thinking of his earlier success with the 1938 ballet Billy the Kid, didn't originally want to do it, writing "Oh no!  I've already done one of those!" De Mille eventually won him over, promising: "This is going to be different." Neither as serious nor as deep as Copland's earlier "American" ballets Billy the Kid and Appalachian Spring, Rodeo is a light and humorous love story. The ballet, subtitled "the Courting at Burnt Ranch," tells the story of a young cowgirl who desperately tries to get herself a man.  When her efforts to impress the head cowhand by her ridin' and ropin' skills fail, she finally wins him over when she shows up at the Saturday night hoe-down in a lovely red dress.  De Mille referred to her story as "The Taming of the Shrew...cowboy style." 

The premiere performance of the ballet, in New York on October 16, 1942, was a stunning success, and Copland promptly produced a four-movement suite from the ballet, which was premiered by the Boston Pops Orchestra in May 1943.  Dance Episodes from Rodeo has remained one of Copland's most popular works ever since.   The suite is just a slight modification of the ballet score, and closely follows the action of de Mille's story. The opening movement, "Buckaroo Holiday," is a picture of the rodeo itself, beginning with two original themes by Copland: first a descending scale played as cowboys are bounced around and tossed by bucking broncos, and then a more lyrical tune.  When the tempo picks up again, a solo trombone introduces an old cowboy tune (the first of several quotations in Rodeo), “If he'd be a Buckaroo by his Trade."  The combination of all of these ideas in the end gives a perfect picture of the chaos and exuberance of a traditional rodeo. 
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